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Title 9: Animals and Animal Products 

PART 86—ANIMAL DISEASE TRACEABILITY 

 

§ 86.4 Official identification. 

(a) Official identification devices and methods. The Administrator has approved the following official 

identification devices or methods for the species listed. The Administrator may authorize the use of additional 

devices or methods for a specific species if he or she determines that such additional devices or methods will 

provide for adequate traceability. 

(1) Cattle and bison. Cattle and bison that are required to be officially identified for interstate movement under 

this part must be identified by means of: 

(i) An official eartag; or 

(ii) Brands registered with a recognized brand inspection authority and accompanied by an official brand 

inspection certificate, when agreed to by the shipping and receiving State or Tribal animal health authorities; or 

(iii) Tattoos and other identification methods acceptable to a breed association for registration purposes, 

accompanied by a breed registration certificate, when agreed to by the shipping and receiving State or/Tribal animal 

health authorities; or 

(iv) Group/lot identification when a group/lot identification number (GIN) may be used. 
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